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Listening Assignment
How the concept of word painting is utilized in Fair Phyllis and Si, ch’io vorrei morire madrigal pieces
Word painting is one of the characteristics of madrigal genres. It involves expressing words through musical sounds. Both Farmer and Monteverdi have extensively used word painting in their pieces, that is, fair Phyllis and Si,ch’io vorrei morire respectively. The Fair Phyllis piece assumes a pastoral character, and therefore, its words are articulated to imply a pastoral scene. The words ‘all alone’ are painted with a soprano voice; here, the soprano voice is meant to create an image of Phyllis who is lonely (Caladrius Vocal Quartet: Fair Phyllis, 00:00). Again, the words ‘up and down he wanders’ are depicted through the descending and ascending imitative lines in every part (Caladrius Vocal Quartet: Fair Phyllis, 00:48). 
In Monteverdi’s piece, word painting also features on several occasions. For instances, the word die, which, depicts orgasm in this context, is painted through the use of extreme dissonances in-between words; in this case, the dissonances create an image of sexual chemistry intensity (Baroque voices,  00:07).  Another instance of text painting is when the words ‘Ah! Dear dainty tongue' is sung in independent polyphonic; the independent voices, in this case, are used to depict the excitement haste to mention the word tongue,  that is the epicenter of sweetness (Baroque voices,  00:34).   
How Farmer and Monteverdi distinctively uses word painting
Farmer uses text painting to depict patrol scene, whereas Monteverdi uses word-painting to create an image of romantic experience. 
The General Mood of Each Piece and How Word Painting enhances it
The fair Phyllis is characterized by light and pastoral mood. The composer of this piece skillfully uses homophonic, polyphonic, and imitating vocal texture that creates imagery of shepherds.  On the other hand, the Si, ch’io vorrei morire is characterized by volatile romantic mood which is enhanced by dissonances and irregular polyphonic rhythms.
The Piece Which Is Better Than the Other
The fair Phyllis is better for several reasons. Firstly, it has dominant rhythms in almost all parts, and they agree just like contemporary rhythms. Again, the vocal texture is pleasing and also elicits a comfortable experience. Moreover, the piece has independent rhythms that are interchangeably used throughout the text. 
These Pieces Were Both Written At The Turn Of The 17th Century. For Each One, Would You Classify It Has A Renaissance Piece Or Baroque? Why?
 The Si, ch’io vorrei morire perfectly features as a late renaissance madrigal. Attributes such as five voices, independent rhythms, and extreme use of dissonance, expressive and theatrical stances, and overlapping cut time make the piece to perfectly fit in this category. Fair Phyllis is also a renaissance madrigal. It utilizes the four a cappella voices, it has polyphonic texture, and it involves many imitations.
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